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Andy Thomas G0SFJ 

Ian Melling kindly gave me this device in February 2026! Thanks, and also for the reference to 

radiomuseum:  Absorptionsfrequenzmesser FM1 Equipment Steeg, Dr., & Reuter 

|Radiomuseum.org .  

Here is the earliest advert I can find for it, from Funkschau August 1943. 

 

 

Interesting that in the advert they give bands in metres and on the instrument itself in kHz. 

Dr Steeg and Reuter had a version in 1941 but it wasn't the same and had a built-in search coil.  

The principle had been established by the end of the 1930s and in 1940 Rolf Wigand's little vade-

mecum had a section on universal test instruments. This included an absorption coil and diode. 

https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/steegreut_absorbtionsfrequenzmesse.html
https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/steegreut_absorbtionsfrequenzmesse.html




 

you can see the external L and the diode D. 



 

 



 

 

Although this book is in Gothic script, which is very hard to read, you can load your phone with 

google translate and google lens and photo it, and the translation will appear easily. 

"Dr Steeg and Reuter" started company life in Bad Homburg in the 1930s when they made quality 

oscillator crystals, at first sold to amateurs. In wartime it was the German Wehrmacht principle to 

use crystal standard frequencies to establish band limits and then a variable oscillator, although they 

did use crystals for spot frequencies for some purposes such as espionage by the Abwher and aircraft 

night landing etc.  

Dating from 1941 this absorption wavemeter would have met a Wehrmacht need (there is no Nazi 

insignia) although amateurs of the DASD (read =RSGB) were still allowed to Tx. The monthly DASD 

newsletters are called CQMB [later, CQ], they are on the 'net, they undergo a marked change of tone 

about 1936 and the last one I have is dated November 1944, as you might expect.  

The online archives for Funkschau shows the same advert in April 1944 and in July/August 1944 the 

device is mentioned but is a small item in a bigger advert: 

 

 

 

And in the very last (available) issue of Funkschau  (1944 September-October)  before the end of the 

war: 

 



 

 

Interesting that the correspondence address is given as Ing-Buro Hermann Reuter in Berlin W50, 

Tauenzienstrasse 15. [as you may know Ing-Buro is Hermann Reuter's title]  See below... 

After the war there was no  reference to this device, but Funkschau 1946 Heft 05 : Franzis-Verlag : 

Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive has a more sophisticated 1946 circuit 

which includes an EF11 and EF12 - these are steel cased valves that look like mushrooms (I think I 

have an EF12, and possibly an EF11, but the filaments have gone open circuit). The valves were also 

made by slave labour in established factories in Czechoslovakia (for example, I bought mine in 

Prague). This was the frequency meter promoted by Funkschau until 1949, they published a circuit, a 

book and promoted a kit of parts.  

The small advertisements in the late 1940s, when they specified a frequency meter at all, specified 

Rohde and Schwartz, until a BC221 appeared, evidently surplus from the occupying forces, and 

operating on a different principle.  

Well, Hermann Reuter re-appears in December 1949 in Funkschau  (1949:17 page 270). In an 

editorialised list of new companies   "Neue Firmen": 

"Our address list meets the numerous requests from industry and trade. We request all new 

companies to provide their address and a brief description of their current products. The list will be 

continuously updated. Inclusion is free of charge. Submissions should be sent to the editorial office 

of FUNKSCHAU-Verlag, (13b) Kempten-Schelldorf, Kotterner Str. 12.  

... 

“Hermann Reuter, now Munich 2, Brienner Str. 2. Sole distributor of Dr. Steeg & Reuter GmbH, Bad 

Homburg v. d. H.,* and factory representative of Karl Hopt GmbH, Radiotechnik factory in 

Schörzingen a. Neckar for Bavaria. — Crystal microphones and microphone capsules. — Crystal 

tonearms. — Oscillating and ultrasonic quartz crystals. — Frequency meters. — Quartz generators. 

https://archive.org/details/funkschau-1946-heft-05/page/n5/mode/1up?q=frequenzmesser
https://archive.org/details/funkschau-1946-heft-05/page/n5/mode/1up?q=frequenzmesser


— Thermostats. — Optical and ultrasonic devices for medicine and technology — Variable capacitors 

■— SW variable capacitors and switches — In the department Amateur crystals, especially crystals 

for all Amateur bands — Filter crystals and variable crystals, as well as HOP-SW variable capacitors 

and special RF components from the company Josef Mayr, Erlangen-Uttenreuth. " 

Herr Reuter has moved to Munich and is still selling the Frequency meter! 

*(v. d. H. is apparently a location within Bad Homburg - in front of the high bit!) 

 

So this little bit of wireless kit speaks of it its 1940s history. I hope you enjoy reading about it. 

 

73 de andy g0sfj 

 

 


